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History: Anglo-Saxons and Scots


	Key Vocabulary

	Angles
	Tribes from modern day Denmark.

	Anglo-Saxons
	The name given to the people who travelled from Germany and Denmark and settled in Britain around 450AD. 

	Christianity
	A religion based on the teachings of Jesus.

	invasion
	To try to take over a place by force.

	Jutes
	People from the Jutland peninsula (Germany and Southern Denmark) who invaded Britain around 410AD.

	missionary
	A person from a religion sent to spread the faith.

	Pagan
	A religion that involves worshipping many gods and goddesses.

	Picts
	Tribes who lived in northern Scotland.

	Saxons
	German – Dutch tribes who settled in Britain from around 450AD.

	Scots
	People from Ireland who eventually settled in Scotland.
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	Key Learning

	By around 410AD, the last of the Romans had returned home and left Britain vulnerable to invasions. Irish Scots invaded the North of Britain and this area is known today as Scotland. The Picts and Scots were a constant threat to Britain especially without the Romans for support.

	The British king (Vortigern) asked two brothers called Hengest and Horsa from modern day Denmark to come to Britain and help keep the Picts and Scots out. Hengest and Horsa were happy to help and successfully avoided any invasions.

	Hengest and Horsa brought over more warriors and began to settle in Britain, pushing the British out. Other tribes also invaded Britain including the Angles, Saxons and Jutes. The two largest groups were the Angles and Saxons and they became known as the Anglo-Saxons.

	By 500AD, seven Anglo-Saxon kingdoms had been created.

	Many towns and villages in Britain are named after the Anglo-Saxons who first settled here.

	The early Anglo-Saxons were pagans who worshipped different gods and goddesses. 

	In 597AD, a Roman monk called St. Augustine helped missionaries spread the word about Christianity and King Ethelbert was the first to be converted to Christianity.
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 How have the Anglo-Saxons influenced our lives?
How was Anglo-Saxon society organised?


Why did the Anglo-Saxons want to settle in Britain?
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