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HISTORY POLICY

Rational

The study of history aims to enable pupils to have coherent understanding of the past. Through teaching we aim to stimulate the children’s interest, curiosity and understanding of significant periods of time in Britain’s past and of the wider world. Pupils should become equipped with the skills to analyse sources of information and evaluate their worth, drawing relevant conclusions. They will be able to identify when recounts of the past are biased and ask questions which deepen their knowledge and understanding. These skills should transfer across the curriculum, inspiring them to become true historians. 
History is a body of knowledge and understanding about the past and its relationship to present society. 

Aims and objective
· To know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 
· Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 
· Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 
· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 
· Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 
· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 
*Taken from the Department of Education History programme of study.



History Curriculum Planning
History is a foundation subject found in the National Curriculum. Objectives are selected based on the requirements of the National Curriculum. At Milecastle Primary School, we teach an ‘enquiry’ based curriculum with History being the main focus for one term in every year group. This is continued further through ‘enhancements’ in the other terms which support and continue to develop the teaching and learning of History. Pupils will have the opportunities in other subjects to develop their historical skills and their knowledge while making links between various events from the past. 
In Key Stage 1 and 2, History is taught through the following strands:
1. Chronological Understanding
2. Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past.
3. Historical Interpretation.
4. Historical Enquiry
5. Organisation and Communication.

Within the EYFS, History is taught through ‘Understanding of the world’. They relate history to themselves, look at patterns and changes, identifying similarities and differences between then and now. Within the Early Years, we relate the historical aspects of the children’s work to objectives within the Early Learning Goals and Development Matters which underpin the curriculum planning for pupils in this stage of education.
In Key Stage 1, pupils are taught where key events fit in within time. They learn about changes within their living memory, events beyond their living memory which have had national or global significance, the lives of significant historical figures and significant events within their own locality. Pupils are encourages to ask questions and answer them using a range of sources of information.
In Key Stage 2, pupils continue to develop their understanding of chronology. They study British, local and worldwide history, with British history taught chronologically. Pupils continue to ask and answer questions, recognising connections, contrasts and trends over time. Pupils should recognise when historical events have triggered change or when change is need as a result of an event. A range of historical sources should be used to help pupils build an accurate picture of the past.
The progression of skills is clearly marked out over both key stages to ensure that all children meet every objective and that a wide range of historical events are covered through their primary education. 

Cross-curricular Learning
History is further supported through the teaching of other subjects within school. Pupils have the opportunities to write as historians in their topics and in their English lessons. By investigating and analysing sources of information, pupils develop their inference skills. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The use of chronology, dates and times supports maths teaching. History contributes greatly to the teaching of personal, social and health education through considering significant events in History and the impact they have had on the world and society. Computing enhances the teaching of history, wherever appropriate, in each key stage. This includes researching and collecting information from the internet and presenting and organising data.

Assessment, Reporting and Monitoring
Pupils demonstrate their historical skills in a number of different ways. Teachers assesse the progress of the pupils using the Progression of Skills document. Teachers make an overall judgement of the ability of the child at the end of the school year: working towards the expected standard, expected standard, greater depth within the expected standard which is reported to parents.
Planning and work scrutinies alongside lesson observations provide information to the overall effectiveness of the subject.

Inclusion
All children regardless of race, gender or creed have equal access to geography. Suitable learning opportunities are provided by matching tasks to the ability of the child.
Conclusion
Children will develop an awareness of their recent past and that of significant changes through time. Pupils will learn that events can trigger lasting change. They will learn from the choices others have made with the aim to continue to develop society. A consistent approach in the implementation of the history curriculum will provide children with a range of experiences and opportunities to develop their historical skills, knowledge and understanding and will enable children to achieve high standards in history.

INCLUSION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
Every effort is made to present work in such a way that it is equally interesting to all children at Milecastle Primary School.
Activities are differentiated where appropriate in order to allow all children to make progress at their own level and to succeed at history.

RECORDING AND MONITORING 
History work will be recorded in many different ways depending on the work completed. This includes oral feedback as well as written work. Photographs are also used as evidence of children completing history work.



RESOURCES
Across the school children will be taught and encouraged to find out about the past using different sources of information and representations including documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historical buildings, hired topic boxes and visits to museums, galleries and sites.
School resources are mainly stored in classrooms and topic boxes continue to be updated.

ICT
ICT is encouraged to be used as a resource to support the history curriculum. 
ARTEFACTS

It is important that children have the first-hand experience of handling and exploring artefacts. Handling objects is a stimulating and exciting way to learn, artefacts also ‘bring to life’ areas of work being covered.
Loan boxes containing artefacts and other resources are borrowed from the Tyne and Wear Museums Service. Each teacher has a list of boxes available.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS

Where appropriate, educational visits will be arranged to support and extend work in history.  All educational visits will be followed up in the classroom through a continuation of the work, displays or a recount of the visit.
The history co-ordinators file contains information about possible educational visits.
CONCLUSION
This policy aims to provide the guidelines for the teaching and learning of history. A consistent approach in its implementation will provide children with a range of experiences and opportunities to develop their historical skills, knowledge and understanding and will enable children to achieve high standards in history.
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