
 

 

Writing  
Writing is a complex process which requires a wide range of skills. It 

requires a strong vocabulary, an understanding of genre and text 

structure and organisational devices alongside basic skills such as 

handwriting, spelling and punctuation. Learning to write well needs high-

quality instruction that teaches these components explicitly and 

systematically. 

Our Intent  

At Milecastle, we believe that writing is central to learning and a key driver to the 

curriculum. We are determined that by the end of their primary education, all pupils are 

able to write fluently and with confidence in any subject. Pupils will write with flare and 

confidence, apply what they have read to help give their writing a clear purpose and consider 

the audience for what they produce. They will write grammatically accurate texts, applying 

spelling, grammar and punctuation skills they have been taught and use legible, cursive 

handwriting. The curriculum is planned systematically with this in mind and pupil progress 

towards end points is monitored regularly.   

We aim for our pupils to become resilient writers who, when writing regularly, are able to 

apply the skills they have been taught.  

Implementation 

How is writing organised across school?  

At Milecastle, writing is an essential tool across the curriculum. We believe that having a 

consistent approach throughout school is vital in ensuring that our pupils become confident, 

independent writers. 

 

 

 



 

Writing in EYFS 

Writing begins with talk. Because language provides the foundation of thinking and 

learning, this is prioritised in the EYFS. High quality interactions between adults and 

children are prioritised. A wide of approaches are used including the explicit teaching of 

vocabulary, modelling and extending children’s language and collaborative activities that 

provide opportunities for speaking and listening. By prioritising language in this way, we 

pave the way for the teaching of writing. 

Writing is taught through phonics from the very beginning of reception. The most basic of 

skills, representing sounds as graphemes, is taught on a daily basis as part of the Sounds-

Write phonics programme. It is this daily practice which ensures that the skills taught are 

transferred into pupils’ long term memories which later translates into automaticity. Sounds 

– Write is a systematic, accumulated approach which ensures that children make progress. 

Alongside the teaching of these basic, mechanical skills, pupils are exposed to a range of 

carefully chosen, high-quality texts. Drawing Club is used to excite children about the 

stories they hear and to inspire them to apply their natural curiosity and imagination to 

their drawing and writing.  

The first stage of Drawing Club focuses on introducing new and interesting vocabulary to 

the children, related to the story they will hear. This has a huge impact on the children’s 

language development. The new vocabulary is explained then rehearsed daily so that it 

becomes familiar to the children and enables them use it in their play, their daily 

conversations and in Drawing Club itself.  

During the next stage, the teacher shares the carefully selected chosen story with the 

children. This is followed by a focus on modelled drawing linked to the story. These drawings 

focus on the characters, settings and plots within the story. The teacher will model some 

writing to go with the drawing, building on the phonics taught during Sounds-Write lessons 

and providing the opportunity to cover any misconceptions.  

Finally, all children are invited to attend Drawing Club. Here, the children have the 

opportunity to use their own imaginations and creativity in making independent drawings and 

writing based on the modelled session. Careful monitoring by the teacher or teaching 

assistant ensures that support is given where needed and that children are suitably 

challenged.  

Structured lessons are supported by carefully planned enhancements in the continuous 

provision. Writing opportunities are widely available throughout the EYFS provision to 

encourage both mark making and independent writing. 

 

 



 

Writing in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

The mechanics of writing continue to be taught through Sounds-Write building on the 

children’s prior knowledge in a systematic and accumulative way. Basic sentence structure 

and punctuation become more embedded leading to more complex sentences being produced.  

Talk for Writing continues to be taught with children orally learning a model text which 

they then imitate by applying their basic skills to produce a written version. This forms the 

beginning of the teaching of text structure, audience and purpose. Texts continue to be 

carefully selected with a focus on providing a rich vocabulary. Once children have embedded 

the structure of the text, they are then able to begin to innovate their own versions. By 

exposing children to a wider range of texts and encouraging them to ‘magpie’ ideas from 

other authors, we help our children to use their imaginations and add creativity to their 

work. 

As children progress through Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, the range of text types, 

audiences and purpose widens. Non-fiction writing is introduced and clear ‘hook’ and purpose 

is used to engage the pupils. Links are made with other curriculum areas to enrich children’s 

experiences and to make writing meaningful. 

Pupils are taught that writing is a range of processes and not a one-off event. Talk continues 

to be prioritised and used as a way of sharing and generating ideas. This ensures that all 

children, irrespective of their cultural capital or SEND, are able to engage in the writing 

process. Children then write by analysing a model text for vocabulary and structure, taking 

part in modelled and shared writing activities led by the teacher, planning their own texts, 

writing independently, revising and editing their work. Opportunities to share their final 

pieces of work are taken wherever possible to celebrate children’s achievements.  

How do we plan for writing? 

Skills needed for each text type are mapped out across the school to ensure pupils acquire 

the tools needed to produce their own independent writing. Year on year these skills 

accumulate so that pupils become more accomplished writers. The range of text types 

taught in each year group is carefully thought out to provide natural links between other 

curriculum areas. This gives pupils a clear purpose for their writing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Progression documents 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

What does writing look like in the classroom? 

Each unit of writing begins with a hook. This could be an animation, a written text, a 

picture or an experience. The chosen genre is analysed with the children and key features 

identified. Using T4W strategies, we then use the process of planning, drafting, revising 

and editing.  

Model texts are internalised through the use of story maps and actions then rehearsed 

daily. In KS2 texts are also carefully analysed at this point in order to identify 

grammatical features, structural devices and key vocabulary. These model texts are re-

written by pupils giving them a chance to focus on the structure of their writing whilst 

reducing cognitive load. 

Pupils then adapt the model text and begin to plan their own version. This could be as a 

story map, a graphic organiser or through boxing up.  

Children then use their plans to write a first draft of their own text. At this point they 

apply the grammatical features and structural devices they internalised earlier in the 

process into their own independent writing.  

Finally, children are given the opportunity to revise and edit their writing before 

producing a final draft. This could be done with the support of an adult or their peers.  

 



 

 

How is writing evidenced? 

The whole writing process is recorded in children’s books. The writing journey clearly 

shows the processes through which pupils have been guided culminating in the final piece 

of writing. For some pieces, such as playscripts and performance poetry, videos may be 

uploaded to Seesaw. Also in the pupils’ books are grammatical exercises and short burst 

pieces of writing.  

Impact 

The impact of teaching is measured through daily formative assessment. This may be in terms 

of effective questioning or through carefully designed tasks that assess prior learning and 

require all pupils to respond. This ensures that pupils’ needs are quickly identified and that 

teaching can be adapted appropriately to meet the needs of all pupils. Those children who are 

not meeting expectations are identified quickly and suitable interventions are put in place to 

ensure they do not fall behind. This could involve support from a teacher or teaching assistant 

within a lesson or be in the form of small group or one to one intervention sessions outside of 

the main lesson.  

 

Progress is evident in pupils’ books and good writing is celebrated through the use of Seesaw, 

classroom displays and class showcases.  

Pupils are able to write for a specific purpose and choose the most appropriate genre for 

the purpose of their writing. We strive to ensure that our children’s progress and 

attainment is in line with or exceeds their potential. At Milecastle, writing happens across 

the curriculum and in all appropriate subject areas. This further embeds and develops the 

pupils’ writing skills while demonstrating excellent subject knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


