
 

 

Reading 
Reading is a complex process. It starts with recognising symbols used to 

represent our spoken language and gradually, through practice, becomes 

fluent and automatic. This develops a ‘reader’ who is able to elicit and 

interpret meaning from a text. 

 

Our Intent  

At Milecastle, we believe that reading is central to learning and a key driver to the 

curriculum. We believe that every child has a right to learn to read and are determined 

that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently and with 

confidence, in any subject.  

It is our intention to lay the solid foundations of reading through the systematic teaching 

of phonics. We want pupils to show resilience and perseverance when identifying the sound- 

spelling correspondences and use this knowledge to decode words of various difficulties. 

As pupils move through their reading journey they will become more fluent and will read 

with greater stamina. Once these early reading skill have become embedded, our pupils will 

be able to make independent decisions about what to read. These solid foundations will 

ensure they are resilient so they are able to persevere with more challenging texts.    

It is our intention to immerse pupils in the wonders of quality texts from the very beginning 

of their reading journey including texts which they are not yet able to read for themselves. 

We want to develop an appreciation and love of reading, a passion for discovery and a 

confidence to explore their imagination. The reading spines are planned systematically with 

this in mind and pupil progress towards end points is monitored regularly.   

Implementation 

How is English organised across school? 

 

At Milecastle, reading underpins all curriculum areas.  



 

All staff are trained in Sounds-Write and it is taught from the very beginning of 

Reception until the end of Year 6.  We believe that having a consistent approach 

throughout school is vital in ensuring that our pupils become confident, independent 

readers who have the skills required to access the rest of the curriculum. 

Reading in EYFS  

The teaching of phonics begins in the second full week of reception using the Initial Code 

of the Sounds-Write programme. Reading is taught daily through their phonics session 

with additional reading practice at various points during the day. As soon as a child has 

mastered the skill of blending words independently, they are given a decodable book to 

read both in school and at home. These books are re-read in order to develop fluency. 

Books match exactly to our phonics scheme with Sound-Spelling correspondences and more 

complex word structures being introduced in line with Sounds-Write. Within the 

classroom, reading can been seen happening in a number of different ways: shared reading 

from a decodable text, adults reading and sharing stories with children, adults listening to 

children read their decodable books and children reading independently or with a friend. 

Parents are well-informed about how we teach reading and are encouraged to support 

their children at home.  

Reading in Key Stage 1 

At the beginning of Key Stage 1, reading books continue to be fully decodable and matched 

to each child’s stage of learning. Pupils read and re-read these to the teaching and support 

staff regularly and are strongly encouraged to read them at home. Once pupils are fluent 

and their phonic skills are automatic, they begin to read a wider range of self-chosen texts 

to which they apply all of their reading skills. Through this we aim to promote a love of 

reading and to expose our children to a variety of different texts. Leading on from the 

mastery of phonics, pupils are taught comprehension skills. This happens in a variety of 

different ways such as whole class or small group teaching. This develops into children being 

taught how to record their answers formally. 

 

Reading in Key Stage 2 

 

Whole Class Reading sessions are used to build and develop comprehension and reading skills. 

Pupils read a wide range of texts, develop their fluency and practise a range of different 

comprehension skills: give/explain the meaning of words in context; retrieve and record 

information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction; summarise main ideas from 

more than one paragraph; making inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences 

with evidence from the text; predict what might happen from details stated and implied; 

identify/ explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to meaning 

as a whole; identify and explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and  



 

phrases; make comparisons within the text. However, reading is not viewed as a ‘stand-alone’ 

subject. Texts are studied within the units of work we teach and the skills and knowledge 

acquired feed directly into the teaching of writing. Reading is further developed through 

the choice of quality texts in other curriculum areas.  Pupils throughout the school are read 

to daily and texts are carefully chosen to ensure breadth and depth across the school. We 

promote a love of reading in a variety of ways. Pupils have access to both class and school 

libraries and are encouraged to select challenging and interesting texts. Reading challenges 

happen regularly and there are book fairs and family reading events in school every year. 

 

 
 

How do we plan for Reading? 

EYFS 

The books children read is determined by their stage of phonic development. Planning 

follows the systematic and synthetic approach laid out in the Sound-Write programme. Class 

texts are carefully chosen to support the enquiry questions, the children’s interests and the 

development of new vocabulary. It is through these careful choices that our youngest pupils 

begin their reading journey and a love of reading.  

Key Stage 1 

Whole class texts are carefully selected to ensure that they introduce children to a rich 

vocabulary, a range of sentence structures and a variety of different text features. 

Sequences of lessons are thoroughly planned so that texts are analysed in terms of the 

vocabulary, structure and language features. When planning, teachers consider the key  



 

Content Domains identified in the National Curriculum with a key focus on vocabulary, 

retrieval and inference and deduction. Lessons facilitate discussions around a text and 

pupils are encouraged to be active participants. Planning also takes into account where there 

is a need for intervention and additional support.  

Reading of the text 

 Shared reading 

 Paired reading 

 Choral reading 

 Modelled reading 

 Independent reading 

Discussion  

 Identifying and analysing new vocabulary  

 Making links with topic areas and other texts 

 Understanding the audience/purpose of the text 

Whole class comprehension 

 Focus on chosen content domains 

 Modelling of how to answer specific question types 

 Independent/paired/group work 

Assessment  

 Sharing answers 

 Editing/redrafting 

 Feedback opportunities  

 Formative assessment opportunities for teacher 

 

Key Stage 2 

Novels are carefully selected to inspire and engage the pupils. The novels chosen provide 

excellent opportunities for pupils to demonstrate a range of comprehension skills. In 

addition to novels, pupils are exposed on a weekly basis to a range of different text types 

across fiction, non-fiction and poetry. When planning reading sessions, teachers carefully 

consider previous learning, areas of need and areas for further challenge identified through 

formative assessment. They also consider which content domains to focus on. Whole class 

reading lessons are planned as follows: 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading of the text 

 Shared reading 

 Paired reading 

 Choral reading 

 Modelled reading 

 Independent reading 

 Feedback opportunities  

 

Discussion  

 Identifying and analysing new vocabulary  

 Making links with topic areas and other texts 

 Understanding the audience/purpose of the text 

 Feedback opportunities  

 

Whole class comprehension 

 Focus on chosen content domains 

 Modelling of how to answer specific question types 

 Independent/paired/group work 

Assessment  

 Sharing answers 

 Editing/redrafting 

 Feedback opportunities  

 Formative assessment opportunities for teacher 

 

Interventions are planned and delivered regularly based on teachers’ assessments. 

Intervention groups are fluid and are used to close gaps and to prevent children from falling 

behind.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Progression documents 

Our progression documents map out how skills are developed and built upon through each 

phase. They ensure that pupils continue to make good progress in every area of reading. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

How is reading evidenced? 

EYFS and Year 1 

Teachers keep records for each child to document their progress and to highlight areas for 

further practice. Reading diaries provide a tool for communication between home and school. 

Parents and school staff comment on skills and fluency. Reading records show where children 

are in terms of their phonic development and determine which books they will read. Some 

work is evidenced in English books where appropriate.  

Years 2 to 6 

When appropriate, responses to questions are recorded in books. Records are kept of which 

books pupils are reading, including for those who still need the support of a decodable 

reader.  

Impact 

The impact of teaching is measured through regular assessment. Daily formative assessment 

ensures that any children requiring further support are identified immediately. This assessment 

takes place during phonic lessons, whole class reading sessions and one to one reading sessions. 

Summative assessment (half termly assessments for Sounds-Write, termly for reading 

comprehension) provide a clear picture of which children are making good or better progress and 

working at the expected standard. By the end of reception, the vast majority of children are 

secure in their knowledge and application of the Initial Code. By the end of Key Stage One, most 

children are secure in the Extended Code and have been able to move on from fully decodable 

books. By the end of Key Stage Two, the majority of children are fluent, confident readers with 

a wide range of comprehension skills which they are able to apply in a range of different subject 

areas. The children at Milecastle Primary School share a love of reading. They talk enthusiastically 

about the books they read and share their experiences willingly. Pupils read fluently and are able 

to describe the texts they are reading. They read widely, using reading as a tool in other 

curriculum areas to extend and deepen their learning. We strive to ensure that our children’s 

progress and attainment is in line with or exceeds their potential.  
 


